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Banffshire Reporter, Wednesday, August 26th 1903: -

LOCAL NOTES   - To the south-west we have the Hill of Durn, famous for its fine siliceous quarry, used in gilding china.  In the vicinity are the House of Durn and Roseacre Villa.  The former was built by one Robert Wilson, the latter by Robert Knight, a corn dealer.

(429) - 6 July 1797 - Robert Knight, merchant in Portsoy seised, 20 May 1797 in a tenement and parcel of ground in Portsoy - in security of £124/12/4d in a Decreet of Adjudication at the instance of George Daniel, merchant in Fraserburgh, against James Ellis, son of Peter Ellis, shipmaster, Peterhead 19 July 1788 - on Disposition by the said George Daniel, 12 November 1796.  PR 10.190.     (In other words, the Ellices had got into debt and George Daniel brought an action of Adjudication against James Ellis - this meant that the property should be adjudged to belong to him to pay for debts owed to him)
1800  from the book "Scottish Estate Tweeds - Johnstons of Elgin" by E.P. Harrison 1995 :-

FLAX IMPORTS - On 15th. March 1800 an entry in the invoice book of Johnstons of Elgin records the shipment of 60 matts from J. Van Edmont and Sons on a ship captained by Gehrt Hendrik Kuyper.  The majority of the flax used by the mill was purchased locally from Robert Knight of Portsoy who may have imported it himself as it is described as "Dutch."
Aberdeen Journal, September 25th. 1822: -

ROBERT KNIGHT AT JURY COURT - On Monday last the Jury Court was opened in Aberdeen by the Lord Chief Commissioner and proceeded to try the case in which Messrs. Alexander Simson and Co., merchants in Portsoy, and Alex. Simson and John Watt, the individual partners were Pursuers; and Messrs Macfarlane and Thorburn, merchants and agents in Aberdeen, and Robert Knight, merchant in Portsoy, were Defenders.  This action arose out of the following circumstances: -


In the month of January 1820, the pursuers ordered from Messrs Havelaar and Van Dulken, merchants in Rotterdam, sundry goods, consisting of lint and clover seeds, flax, cheeses, and hoops, amounting in whole to the sum of £153:2:10d sterling, as per invoice transmitted to the pursuers, dated 10th. March, and letter accompanying same, stating that the said Messrs. Havelaar and Van Dulken had passed a draft upon the pursuers at four months date payable in Aberdeen for the value of said goods.   The goods were accordingly forwarded to the pursuer, by the “Jessy” of Portsoy, William Nicol, master, and the vessel reached her destination in safety.


Previous, however, to the vessel’s arrival, circumstances had come to the knowledge of Macfarlane and Thorburn, (the accredited agents of Havelaar and Van Dulken in Aberdeen) which induced them to entertain doubts of the solvency of the pursuers; and they accordingly transmitted orders to Robert Knight, the owner of the vessel, and William Nicol, master; and also to John Taylor, shoremaster of Portsoy, to stop delivery of the goods to the pursuers, unless payment was made, or security found for the price of same. 


These proceedings, it was alleged by the pursuers, had been highly injurious to their credit as merchants; and they accordingly raised an action of damages before the Court of Session for reparation, on advising which, their Lordships remitted the same for trial in the Jury Court, under the following issues: -


“It being admitted, that on or about the month of January 1820, Messrs Havelaar and Van Dulken of Rotterdam, entered into an agreement whereby they sold to the pursuers certain goods, as per invoice in process, for the price of £153:2:10d which goods were transmitted by Havelaar and Van Dulken aforesaid, by the “Jessy”, William Nicol, master, for behoof of the pursuers, and arriving at Portsoy, on or about the 26th. March the year aforesaid.  It being also admitted, that a bill was drawn by the said Havelaar and Van Dulken, upon the pursuers, at four months credit, for the said sum of £153:2:10d.


“Whether the defenders McFarlane and Thorburn, acting as agents for the said Havelaar and Van Dulken, did, in breach of the aforesaid agreement, refuse to deliver the said goods to the pursuers, without immediate payment of the price, or security for payment thereof, to the damage and injury of said pursuers? -  Or,


“Whether the defenders had, at the time of they refused delivery of said goods, good and reasonable grounds to doubt the solvency of the pursuers?”


Damages laid at £3,000.


Mr. Moncrieff and Mr. Hunter appeared for the pursuers; the latter of whom opened the case; and proceeded to call some witnesses who proved the detention of the goods as stated.  Two or three individuals also spoke to the circumstances and credit of the pursuers, and the alleged injury their credit had sustained by the transaction in question becoming public.


The case for the defenders, as stated by Mr. Cockburn rested first upon the instructions they had received from their constituents, Messrs Havelaar and Co. in regard to the consignees of all the goods shipped by said vessel, to stop delivery, in their name if they entertained any doubts of the solvency of any of the parties; and secondly, upon certain circumstances which had come to their knowledge as to the general state of the pursuers’ transactions and credit; circumstances which afforded them good and reasonable grounds to doubt the solvency of the pursuers.  The defenders produced a number of witnesses, in support of their pleas; and various written documents were likewise exhibited, which had been admitted in the previous proceedings.


After the proof for both parties was closed, Mr. Moncrieff addressed the Jury at great length on behalf of the pursuers; and the Lord Chief Commissioner summed up the evidence in a very able and impartial manner, stating the bearings of the evidence with singular force and precision.


The Jury, without leaving the box, returned a verdict for the defenders.


Counsel for the pursuers, James Moncrieff and Robert Hunter Esq. advocates.  Agents Messrs George Simpson and John Murdoch, solicitors, Edinburgh; and Mr Wm Davidson, writer, Banff.


Counsel for the defenders, Henry Cockburn and J. Hope, Esqs. advocates.   Agents, Mr. Webster, advocate Aberdeen; and Messrs John Smith and George Dawson, writers, Banff.

The Banffshire Journal, Tuesday March 2nd 1852: -

HERITABLE PROPERTIES FOR SALE.

Upon Tuesday the 16th day of March next at 12 o’clock Noon, there will be exposed to Sale by Public Roup within Forbes’ Commercial Inn, Portsoy, the following Heritable Properties, namely: -

1.   The PROPERTY, situated near the Shore of Portsoy, which some time belonged to and was occupied by the late Mr. Robert Knight, consisting of two large and commodious dwelling houses, with Shop and Writing Office below, granaries or Grain Lofts, and cellarage below, besides a large garden.

2.   The PROPERTY upon the Barbank of Portsoy, which also some time belonged to and was occupied by the late Mr. Knight as Office-houses.

3.   The large GRANARY situated near the Green of Portsoy, commonly called the New Granary; together with a GARDEN and COAL YARD attached thereto. The Granary is very commodious, is well situated, and is of easy access.


The Feu –duties upon the above mentioned properties are moderate, and the whole will be sold so as to yield good returns to purchasers.


Further particulars will be learned on application to P. Murray, Solicitor in Portsoy, who is in possession of the Title Deeds and Articles of Sale.

Portsoy, February 16, 1852. 

From an old Manuscript by Dr. George Greig, Portsoy, dated 1843: -

MANUFACTURE OF THREAD - The manufacture of thread was also actively carried on, the works and bleachfield being situated in a hollow a little to the eastward of the town, where there was a fine supply of water.  This work was commenced by Messrs Robertson, who erected the building and machinery, and formed the bleachfield.  After him it was carried on by the Messrs Gordon Knight and Co. and about 1805 it fell into the hands of Mr. Forbes Watson, who tried it for a few years, when it was finally abandoned, and the machinery sold.   Part of the premises and grounds is now occupied by Mr. Peterkin as a rope and twine factory.    The importation and dressing of flax was also pursued for many years by Mr. Knight, and is carried on still, but on a very limited scale by Mr. Cheyne.

PIGOT’S DIRECTORY 1825 - PORTSOY

Robert Knight, Low Street, Manufacturer yarn

Robert Knight, Flaxdresser, Burnside

PIGOT’S DIRECTORY 1835 – PORTSOY

Robert Knight, Coal Merchant, Low Street,

Robert Knight, Flax Dresser, Low Street

Robert Knight. Merchant, Flax Dresser, Shipowner, Corn Merchant, Portsoy.

Died 10th October 1851 aged 93.

His spouse Janet Inglis died 7th. March 1845 aged 76

Built and resided in Roseacre House, Portsoy

Robert Knight sold his Low St estate to James Gordon on the 24th December 1819.

Memorials in Old Section of Portsoy Cemetery.

This stone is erected by Robert Knight, Merchant, Portsoy in memory of his daughter Betty Knight, this pleasant child was born 14th. July 1790 and departed 17th  December 1791.    Janet Inglis spouse of Robert Knight, Merchant, Portsoy, died at Roseacre 7th March 1845 aged 76.  Said Robert Knight died there 10th. October 1851 aged 93.  Also of his daughter Eliza at Roseacre 26th July 1837 aged 38. 

In Memory of James Wilson Esq. Of Cairnbanno died Roseacre Cottage 27th October 1833 aged 42 and his spouse Jane Margaret Knight died Portsoy 3rd October 1863 aged 79  (Coat of arms at the top
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